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Chicot and Evangeline are probably not names of great familiarity to you even though 
they are a couple of your major supporters.  
 
They are our two dominant aquifers here in the southern part of Galveston County. 
 
And until they began their elevator-like descent, brought on by subsidence, little 
attention was paid to them. 
 
The 64th session of the Texas Legislature enacted enabling legislation that created the 
Harris-Galveston Subsidence District.  
 
It is a special purpose district created for the purpose of regulating the pumping of 
groundwater from those long ignored supporters of ours, the Chicot and Evangeline 
aquifers. 
 
The one major objective of the Subsidence District is to prevent subsidence by 
regulating the pumping of groundwater. 
 
The battle to save the battlegrounds and the San Jacinto Monument from subsidence 
was won. 
 
Just across the Houston Ship Channel, another skirmish was fought and lost — the 
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Brownwood Subdivision. In this one, an entire subdivision was abandoned because it 
was repeatedly flooded, and subsidence was a major contributing factor to the flooding 
vulnerability of the area.  
 
The exclusive residential area of Brownwood had more than 360 homes — it was 
Baytown’s most elite residential area. 
 
Flooding in Brownwood from a storm surge in 1961 from Hurricane Carla halted its 
further development.  
 
Levees and pumps were installed to protect existing homes.  
 
The flood caused by Hurricane Alicia in 1983 forced an evacuation of the area.  
 
Storm tides 10 feet in height swept over the peninsula, almost completely destroying the 
subdivision. The area lay in ruin.  
 
The subdivision was eventually bought by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and the city of Baytown. 
 
After seven years of strife, the whole subdivision eventually came to be owned by the 
city of Baytown. Since that time, it has been developed into the Baytown Nature Center. 
 
Fortunately, nothing so dramatic occurred in the southern part of Galveston County. 
 
Many factors are responsible for our area dodging that bullet — the move from use of 
ground to surface water that began in the mid-’40s, the consolidation of the ground 
water sources under the Gulf Coast Water Authority in the mid-’60s and the creation of 
the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District in the mid-’70s. 
 
The one major objective of the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District was, by regulating 
the pumping of groundwater, to prevent subsidence. 
 
In 1976, usage was 140 million gallons a day. In 2010, it was 8.4 million gallons a day. 
 
Looks like the district is achieving its objective. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


